The BC Curriculum: 
Paving the Way for Student Success 
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The Saltus Journey 


Since 1888, Saltus Grammar School has earned a reputation as one of Bermuda's most progressive private 
schools. Today we are a fully co-educational school for students from ages 4-18. From our youngest learners to 
our graduates, we place students at the centre of their learning. 


We are adaptable, innovative, and responsive in our approach to teaching and learning. We strive for our students 
to be impassioned learners equipped with the future-ready skills to be successful in life beyond our doors. 


We know that student success now extends far beyond the pages of textbooks. Today, students need to know 
themselves, understand the diverse perspectives of others, develop strong communication and collaboration skills, 
and apply their knowledge to find solutions to real-world problems. 


We aim to integrate our core values of belonging, respect, integrity, courage, and empathy into every aspect of 
our learning experiences and curriculum, shaping our entire community—from dedicated educators to our diverse 
student body—as they grow into global citizens. 


Equipped with knowledge, future-ready skills, and adaptive mindsets, Saltus graduates are prepared to excel 
through diverse pathways and achieve anything they set their minds to. 


The BC Curriculum: 
A Personalised 
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Key Benefits of the BC Curriculum: 


Strong focus on numeracy and literacy 
Academic rigour leading to top performance in 
national and international assessments 
Interdisciplinary learning across subjects for a 
more holistic understanding 

Emphasis on developing skills for real-world 
applications 

Personalised teaching methods to meet 
diverse student needs 

Integration of technology for enhanced 
learning 


Quality Assurance: 


* 
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Career exploration from Kindergarten through 
Graduation 

Opportunities for international student 
exchange 

Complementary to our Reggio-inspired 
primary curriculum and Advanced Placement 
courses 

Clear graduation requirements via an 80-credit 
system 

The Dogwood Diploma accepted at leading 
global universities 


Accountability measures such as regular monitoring and annual inspections ensure a quality learning experience 


for all students 


Ministry-guided and research-based updates keep the curriculum relevant to the changing needs of students, 


society, and the workforce 


BC Offshore School educators require teacher certification 
Educators guided by nine Professional Teaching Standards 


Emphasis on content. 
(Know) 


Information Delivery 


Emphasis on content AND integration 
of competencies. 
(Know-Do-Understand) 


Information Discovery 


—— 
Continuous feedback on learning 
Heavily relies on standardised summative (formative AND summative) 
assessments. Benchmark Assessments Gr. 4 & 7 
(SATs, GCSEs, A-Levels) Graduation Assessments Gr. 10 & 12 
Minimal student involvement in assessments. Students are engaged in reflection and in 
the assessment process. 
[ 


Prescriptive curriculum. 
Institutionally organised learning. Subject focused. 
Less flexibility in content & delivery. 


Flexible curriculum. 
Student-centered learning within an established content & 
competencies. Interdisciplinary learning. 
Flexibility in delivery & adaptations. 


Focus on the PRODUCT of learning. 
“What do you know?” 
(Content focus) 


Focus on the PROCESS of learning. 
What do you know AND how will you use 
and apply this learning? 
(Content & Future Ready Skills Focus) 


Passive student engagement. 
Students receive information. 
Minimal personalisation for different learning styles. 


Active student engagement. 
Students inquire, analyse, create and curate information. 
Personalised learning. Learning differences supported. 


Well-recognised in commonwealth countries for 
university admissions. 


The BC Graduate Diploma (Dogwood) is recognised 
internationally and valued by universities worldwide. 


Is considered conservative (rote learning). 
Has seen few changes in its content and delivery 


ls considered progressive and dynamic. 
Fosters deeper understanding and connections 
with the real world 


Concept-Based, Competency-Driven Curriculum 


The Core Competencies, Essential Learning, and Literacy and Numeracy Foundations are at the heart of British 
Columbia's curriculum. All three features contribute to deeper learning. 


British Columbia's curriculum combines two features essential for 21st-century learning: a concept-based 
approach to learning and a focus on developing competencies, to foster deeper, more transferable learning. These 
approaches complement each other because of their common focus on the active engagement of students. 


Curriculum Model 


The BC Curriculum Model is based on a “Know-Do- 
Understand” model to support a concept-based 
competency-driven approach to learning. 


Three elements, the Content (Know), Curricular 
Competencies (Do), and Big Ideas (Understand) all 
work together to support deeper learning. 


Big Ideas (Understand) 

The big ideas consist of generalisations and 
principles and the key concepts important in an area 
of learning. 


The big ideas represent what students will understand 
once they have completed the curriculum for their 
grade. They are intended to endure beyond a single 
grade and contribute to future understanding. 


Content (Know) 


Big Ideas 
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will understand 
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Content 
Learning 
Standards 


What students 
will know 


Curricular 
Competencies 


What students will 
be able to do 


The content learning standards — the “know” of the know-do-understand model of learning — detail the essential topics 


and knowledge at each grade level. 


Curricular Competencies (Do) 


The curricular competencies are the skills, strategies, and processes students develop over time. While curricular 
competencies are more subject-specific, they are connected to the core competencies. 


Core Competencies 


Students develop Core Competencies when they are engaged 
in the “doing” part of their learning. While these competencies 
are uniquely manifested in each area of learning, they are often 


interconnected and foundational to all learning. 


Communication Competency - encompasses the 
knowledge, skills, processes, and dispositions we 
associate with interactions with others. 


Thinking Competency - encompasses the knowledge, 


skills, and processes we associate with intellectual 
development. 


Personal and Social Competency - is the set of 
abilities that relate to students’ identity in the world, 
both as individuals and as members of their 
community and society. 
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Literacy and Numeracy Foundation 


The BC Curriculum builds upon the essential foundations of literacy and numeracy. Literacy and numeracy are 
fundamental to all learning. While they are commonly associated with language learning and mathematics, literacy 
and numeracy concepts are applied in all areas of learning. 


Valuing Diversity 


British Columbia's schools include young people of varied backgrounds, interests, and abilities. When selecting 
specific topics, activities, and resources to support the implementation of the curriculum, teachers are encouraged 
to ensure that these choices support inclusion, equity, and accessibility for all students. In particular, teachers 
should ensure that classroom instruction, assessment, and resources reflect sensitivity to diversity and incorporate 
positive role portrayals, relevant issues, and themes such as inclusion, respect, and acceptance. 


The BC Curriculum requires: 


* Equitable access to and equitable participation in quality education for all students 

¢ Aschool culture that values diversity and responds to the diverse social and academic needs of individual 
students while promoting an understanding of others and respect for all 

* School environments that are safe and welcoming 

¢ Policies and practices that promote fair and equitable treatment 

* Processes that give a voice to all members of the school community 


Honouring diversity within the school system is based on the principle that acknowledging our differences 
positively benefits the quality of our learning and working environments. 


Skills & Dispositions for the Future 


Over the past two decades, the World Economic Forum and the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) have identified some of the key skills and dispositions students need to be successful in 
their future careers. The trend shows a clear shift from mastering basic skills and adapting to initial technological 
changes to developing a sophisticated toolkit with high-level technological skills, continuous learning, and strong 
interpersonal and emotional capacities. 


The future points towards an even greater integration of Al and machine learning, requiring advanced problem- 
solving abilities, creativity, and an ethical understanding of global and environmental impacts. 


The following points to how these skills and dispositions align with the BC Curriculum and the advantage it 
provides to Saltus students. 


Skills & Dispositions for the Future 


1. Digital Literacy and Computational 

Thinking 

¢ Alignment: The BC Curriculum 
incorporates Information and 
Communication Technology across 
all grade levels and subjects, 
encouraging the use of technology to 
enhance learning and develop digital 
literacy skills. 

« Advantage: Students become 
proficient in using technology 
effectively and responsibly, preparing 
them for tech-savvy workplaces. 


2. Adaptability and Flexibility 
Alignment: The BC Curriculum is 
designed around flexible learning 
environments that adapt to the needs 
of individual students, promoting 
personalised learning paths. 
¢ Advantage: Students learn to manage 
changes and adapt to diverse learning 
contexts, fostering resilience. 


3. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Alignment: Critical thinking is a core 

competency in the BC Curriculum, 

emphasised through problem- 

based and inquiry-based learning 

approaches. 

¢ Advantage: Students are equipped to 
tackle complex problems creatively 
and effectively, enhancing their 
analytical skills. 


4. Creativity and Innovation 

* Alignment: The BC Curriculum 
supports creative thinking and 
innovation through arts education and 
integrative thinking across subjects. 

* Advantage: Students are encouraged 
to think outside the box and develop 
unique solutions to challenges. 


5. Emotional Intelligence 

* Alignment: Social and emotional 
learning is integrated into daily 
activities and interactions within the 
classroom setting. 

* Advantage: Students develop 
empathy, self-regulation, and 
interpersonal skills, which are 
crucial for personal and professional 
SUCCESS. 


6. Global Citizenship and Multicultural 

Literacy 

¢ Alignment: Global and cultural 
awareness are fostered through social 
studies, languages, and inclusive 
education practices. 

* Advantage: Students gain a broader 
understanding of world cultures and 
global issues, promoting a sense of 
responsibility and participation in the 
global community. 


7. Environmental and Sustainability 

Skills 

¢ Alignment: Environmental education 
is woven throughout various subjects, 
particularly science and geography, 
to emphasise sustainability and 
conservation. 

* Advantage: Students learn about 
environmental stewardship and 
sustainable practices, preparing them 
for green economies. 


8. Lifelong Learning 

¢ Alignment: The BC Curriculum 
promotes self-directed learning and 
critical reflection, essential for lifelong 
learning. 

¢ Advantage: Students develop a love 
for learning and the skills to pursue 
knowledge independently, keeping 
them adaptable and competitive. 


9. Entrepreneurial Mindset 

Alignment: Elements of 

entrepreneurship are included in 

career education and business 

studies, encouraging innovation and 

self-reliance. 

¢ Advantage: Students learn to initiate 
projects, solve problems, and think 
critically about market and business 
dynamics. 


10. Data Literacy 

¢ Alignment: Mathematics and science 
curricula emphasise data analysis and 
interpretation, providing foundational 
skills in data literacy. 

¢ Advantage: Students are prepared to 
engage with and analyse data, a skill 
increasingly valuable in data-driven 
industries. 


Assessment 


Classroom Assessments 

Classroom assessments continue to be the primary source of information about student learning. Feedback from 
formative (ongoing) assessments in the classroom can be immediate and personal, helping students identify areas 
of growth and set new learning goals. Classroom assessments are led by teachers using a variety of assessment 
methods. Teachers also assess student proficiency through regular summative assessments. Students also 
regularly engage in reflection and self-assessment. 


Reporting Student Learning 

Parents will receive two informal and three formal student reports. 
- K-Grade 9: Proficiency scale and comments 
* Grade 10-12: Letter grade and percentages 


Foundation Skills Assessment 
Annual Foundation Skills Assessments (FSAs) in the areas of Literacy and Numeracy in Grades 4 and 7 (Y5 and Y8) 
provide teachers, parents and the school, with important student learning progress and data. 


Graduation Assessments 
There are three mandatory Graduation Assessments: the Grade 10 (Y11) Numeracy Assessment, the Grade 10 
(Y11) Literacy Assessment, and the Grade 12 (SGY1 or 2) Literacy Assessment. 


These required assessments align with the curriculum and reflect international trends for large-scale assessments 
where there is a focus on the competencies required for students to be successful in the modern world. 


The BC Graduation Assessments look at students’ ability to apply their knowledge and skills and to analyse, reason, 
and communicate effectively as they examine, interpret, and solve problems. 


Students must complete both the Graduation Numeracy Assessment and Graduation Literacy Assessments as a 
requirement for graduation. Students cannot receive equivalency for the BC Graduation Assessments. 


Students are allowed to rewrite the BC Graduation Assessments to improve their proficiency levels. Until graduation, 
students may write a Provincial Graduation Assessment up to three times to obtain their best result (the original 
attempt and two re-writes). 


Graduation Requirements 
Students must complete 80 credits from Grade 10-Grade 12 to receive the Dogwood Diploma. 


These credits comprise 13 core courses (52 credits) and seven electives (28 credits minimum). At least 16 credits 
must be at the Grade 12 level. 


The school will offer ongoing credit guidance and course selection support to both students and parents as they 
begin selecting their course pathways. 


Glossary of New Terminology 


As we transition to the BC Curriculum for teaching and learning, we need to adopt the language recognised within 
the curricular standards. This alignment ensures that teachers, students, and parents, who have access to all online 
curriculum documentation, are using the same terminology. Please see below the change regarding how we will 
refer to student year levels starting in 2024-25: 


Legacy Saltus Terms BC Curriculum Terms 
Foundation Junior Kindergarten 
Year 1 Kindergarten 
Year 2 Grade 1 
Year 3 Grade 2 
Year 4 Grade 3 
Year 5 Grade 4 
Year 6 Grade 5 
Year 7 Grade 6 
Year 8 Grade 7 
Year 9 Grade 8 
Year 10 Grade 9 
Year 11 Grade 10 


(Curriculum implemented in 2025/26) 
a a ES (ae a ee 
SGY | Grade 11 


(Curriculum implemented in 2026/27) 


SGY2 Grade 12 
(Curriculum implemented in 2027/28) 


For more information about the BC Curriculum please visit curriculum.gov.bc.ca or saltus.bm/be-curriculum. 


